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Students learn different options for editing photos online, and practice uploading, editing, and saving photos.


Lesson Objectives
At the end of the class, the student will:
· Know how to upload and download photos from an online photo editing site.
· Students will have a functional knowledge of basic features in Pixlr, Photoshop Express, Picmonkey.

Lesson Prep Work
(30 min, at a minimum, prior to student arrival)
· get in early to test for technology failure, because it will happen :-)
· pre-save example documents in J: drive, etc.
· print handouts
· Move example photographs to the desktop.

Lesson Prerequisites
· Comfortable opening web browser and entering URLs.

Lesson Outline
The lesson is completed in one (60) minute class session.
(5) Introduction
· Introduce instructor, students.
· Ask students at introduction:  What’s your interest in photo editing? What are you hoping to accomplish?
· Let students know it is okay to take phone calls, but ask them to put their phone on vibrate and answer calls outside the classroom.
· Inform students that they can sit back and watch if the class is too advanced.
· Inform students they can go to the bathroom, they don’t need permission.
· Show order in which class will happen.  Explain scope of class.




 (5) Editing photos online
· Why use a cloud photo editor?
· Explanation
· Powerful photo editing software can be expensive (e.g. Photoshop), or difficult to use (e.g. GIMP). Online photo editors are often times inexpensive (or free), powerful, and accessible from anywhere there is internet access. In fact, Photoshop (the premier software for editing photos) is now cloud-based as well.
· Today we are going to use three different online photo editors. There are more, and the differences between them are mainly cosmetic. These photo editors should satisfy 99% of your photo manipulation needs.
· Teachers Tip: Pitch GIMP class as well as Photoshop Elements classes.
(35) Using an online photo editor
· (15) Pixlr.com
· Explanation
· The first website we will be visiting is Pixlr.com (a made up word spelled incorrectly in the tradition of the internet). Pixlr has a full-fledged photo editor and an express editor. We will be using the express editor today, but be aware that the full fledged editor is more robust (but also more difficult to use).
· Activity: Navigate to pixlr.com and upload a photo
· Open up Mozilla Firefox.
· Type in Pixlr.com into the address bar.
· Select “Pixlr Express” on the main page.
· Teachers Tip: Verify everyone clicked on the correct link.
· Point out upload options:
· Browse: We will be using this one today. This will upload photos from your local hard drive.
· Open URL: This will upload photos from a different website, like Flickr.com for instance.
· Webcam: Can take a picture directly from your webcam.
· Collage: Allows the uploading, arrangement, and editing of multiple photos simultaneously.
· Select “Browse.”
· Navigate to “My Pictures” folder and select one of the example photos. Encourage the class to select a different picture.
· Teachers Tip: Remember to point out that you can change your view of the files in the file explorer. This is especially pertinent when selecting photographs.
· Click “Open” and let the magic begin.
· Activity: Editing a photo with Pixlr.com express editor
· Before starting the actual editing, remember to point out the following:
· The size slider in the upper right hand corner.
· The undo and redo buttons. Photo manipulation often requires experimentation (which means mistakes will happen).
· The save and cancel buttons. Save will allow you to download the edited photo to your computer and cancel will exit the photo editor.
· Select the Adjustment icon.
· Have class flip over their handout and view the definitions for the photo terminology. 
· Select Contrast.
· Adjust the contrast and brightness sliders (remember to point out that contrast is the difference between the lightest and darkest shadows and that brightness is, literally, how bright the image is).
· Teachers Tip: This is a great opportunity to point out that pushing the adjustment sliders to extremes will oftentimes have unintended effects (taking all the contrast out of an image will make it gray for instance).
· Select Apply to finalize changes (explain that cancel will undo the changes and return the user to the adjustment/effect selection menu).
· Select Effect.
· Select one of the listed effects (Too Old for instance).
· Select one of the named effects (Gordon for example).
· Point out that you can adjust the potency of the effect with the slider or choose a new effect by clicking on the portrait labeled Gordon. 
· Activity: Allow students a few minutes to experiment with Pixlr.
· Activity: Save images edited at Pixlr.com to the computer.
· Select Save in the upper left hand corner of the Pixlr interface.
· Append the word “Edited” to the end of the file name (this is so you don’t replace your original. Never save over an original image.)
· Teachers Tip: Seriously, never save over the original image.
· (10) Photoshop.com
· Explanation
· Photoshop.com has a free “express” editor that has much of the same functionality as Pixlr. It is not as robust as the full fledged Photoshop editor (which costs about $600), but it is a serviceable product.
· Activity: Navigate to Photoshop.com and upload a photo
· Type Photoshop.com into the address bar on your computer.
· Hover over Tools in the upper row of navigation icons.
· Select Photoshop Express Editor.
· Teachers Tip: Make sure students are following along here.
· Select Upload Photo.
· Select Upload on the warning that appears.
· Teachers Tip: If students have questions about the box that appears, feel free to elucidate. You can only upload .jpg pictures (which is fairly standard for most digital cameras) and they can’t be larger than 16 megapixels (which is a rather large image). 
· Select a .jpg image from the “My Pictures” folder.
· Click Open.
· Activity: Editing a photo with the photoshop.com express editor
· Explanation
· Most of the options here, such as “Crop & Rotate”, “Resize”, “Exposure”, etc. work in very much the same way as they did at Pixlr.com
· Select Exposure.
· Move the slider along the top to demonstrate how changes are applied. The big difference between Pixlr.com and Photoshop.com is that Photoshop.com gives you a preview of changes before they are selected.
· Once you have adjusted the exposure by moving the slider at the top of the screen you DO NOT need to click done to finalize the changes. Done at Photoshop.com means you have made all the edits you are going to make and wish to download the edited picture.
· Select the Decorate tab in the upper left hand corner of the Photoshop express editor interface. Point out that these options will allow you to put text, speech bubbles, or additional images on top of the original.
· Navigate back to the Edit tab.
· Activity: Allow students a few minutes to experiment with the Photoshop Express Editor.
· Activity: Save images edited at Photoshop.com to the computer.
· Select Done in the lower right hand corner of the Photoshop Express Editor interface.
· Select “Save to my computer.”
· Point out that Photoshop is kind enough to add the “edited” suffix to the file name.
· Select Save.
· Use the file explorer to select the destination folder.
· Select Save (again).
· (10) Picmonkey.com
· Explanation
· Picmonkey.com is very similar to the other two services we’ve looked at. They specialize in seasonal stickers, frames, and décor for photos. 
· Activity: Navigate to pincmonkey.com and upload a photo
· Type Picmonkey.com into the address bar.
· Select or hover over Edit along the top navigation bar.
· Select Computer.
· Use the file explorer to select a photo file.
· Select Open.
· Activity: Editing a photo with the picmonkey editor
· Explanation
· Notice the similarities between these services. Most of the same functionality exists on each website, so the big differences are mainly cosmetic. 
· Select the Effects icon.
· Point out the crown that appears in the lower left hand corner of some of the options. To use these effects you will need to pay for a premium membership ($4.99/month). 
· Activity: Allow students a few minutes to experiment with the PicMonkey photo Editor.
(5) Conclusion  
· Go over handout, review material, and emphasize contact info & further resources on handout.
· Any questions? Final comments?
· Remind patrons to practice; assign take-home-practice - remind them they can ask for help
· Remind to take survey.


Appendix

What This Lesson Does Not Cover
· [Insert items that are not covered in this lesson, and specify why it is not]


Key Decisions
1. [Insert larger, topical key decisions here. Don’t sweat the little nomenclature details, etc.]

Links
 [INSERT LINKS TO RESEARCH, LINKS, NOTES, AND REFERENCES USED TO CREATE LESSON PLAN, INTENTIONALLY OMITTED, OR POTENTIALLY ADDED TO LESSON IN THE FUTURE]
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