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ROSS-UNIVERSITY HILLS
BRANCH LIBRARY

October 21,2023
WHO WAS THE “BLONDE
TIGRESS??

WHY WASN’T SHE A
BLONDE?

and... DID SHE REALLY END
UP IN DENVER?

Historical photos courtesy Chicago Tribune, Chicago History
Museum, lllinois State Archives, and Sandra Oliver
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PART BIOGRAPHY & PART DETECTIVE STORY
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Born Sioux City, lowa, in 1901
Chicago, 1920s — early 1930s: Single mom & waitress
Caught up in robbery & accessory to murder, then prison in 1933
Escaped in 1940 & never was found.



FELLOW RESEARCHERS
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Humanize the
forgotten and pull
intriguing women
from the past.

I’'m in Colorado.
Mary in Ohio.
Micki in Virginia.
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HISTORIC CONTEXT

Era of gangsters, Prohibition & the Great Depression

Eleanor a contemporary of
Bonnie Parker
(partner of Clyde Barrow)
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Chicago after Prohibition Bonnie Parker
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Chicago, 1920s — early 1930s: Eleanor a single mom & waitress
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Robbery, then murder.

George pulled the trigger.

Eleanor vilified by press.

“BLOND TIGRESS.”

Mrs. Eleanor Jarman,

seized in killing of Gustay

Hoeh, aged merchant.
(Story on page 1.)




WE SHOULD LEARN TO JUDGE OUR CRIMINALS BY THEIR INWARD
RESEMBLANCE TO ANIMALS RATHER THAN BY THEIR OUTWARD
RESEMBLANCE TO HUMAN BEINGS
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Chicago Tribune

July 1933

“Judge... by inward
resemblance to
animals...”

Newspapers
sensationalized crime
in order to sell
newspapers



Exposing myths:

Eleanor dyed her

hair red while in
hiding.

And court
records would
reveal that she
was not a
“tigress.”
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COOK COUNTY JAIL

Dressed for the photographer
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CHICAGO POLICE DEFARTMENT RECORDS

Started search for primary
source documents

JAMES P. ALLMAN
COMMIBBIONER

EDWARD J. KELLY
MAYOR

CHICAGO POLICE DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE

BUREAU OF IDENTIFICATION
1121 8. STATE STREET
CHICAGO

Repert # 6160,

Aug,Bth.1988, 19

i

Esom: Chief ldentifiloation Inspeetor,
To: Captein commanding 28th.Dist,.
SubJeot:  Report om the murder of Gustav Hoeh of 6848 W.Division St.
in his plage of business at D946 W.Divimion 38.Aug.4th.1933
at about 2,40 IM.

Gustav Hoeh wase shot and killed by some unknowm persons duying
& zobbery of his Geats Furniehing Store at B948 W.Divieion S%.iug.
4th,1953,8t about 8,40 PM,
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PHOTOS ESSENTIAL TO TELL THE STORY
Under interrogation with Captain Malone
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COUNTY COURT RECORDS

(Charges, Probable cause, Arraignment,
Jury instructions, Sanity, et al)

Researcher scanned 100s of pages (large
PDF files) of court records.

Richard Slater
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ATTORNEY, ELEANOR, LEO & GEORGE
Trial less than a week — August 1933
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GIVE "TIGER GIRL’ 199 YEARS

Eleanor got most of the publicity

George executed in electric chair

Leo drove get-away car, 1928 Chevrolet, also
got 199 years
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ILLINOIS SUPREME COURT TRANSCRIFPTS

Eleanor’s testimony.... in the wrong place at the wrong time

“The name of the gentleman for whom | answered telephones is
Slater. He is more or less a pretty good friend of mine.”

170 pages,
IN THE ' ) from
Supreme Court of Illinois linois
DecemBer TerM, A. D. 1933. State
Archives

PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF ILLINOIS,
Defendant in Error. | Writ of error to
vs. Criminal Court,
Cook C ty,
GEORGE DALE, Otherwise Known as 00.__ e
MAN, and LEO MINNECCI, Philip J. Finnegan,

Plaintiffs in Error. Judge Presiding.

ABSTRACT OF RECORD.




Step-granddaughter of RICHARD SLATER sent
photo. Man seeing Eleanor off at RR station
appears to be him.
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MOVIES Proviclccl
(some) historic
context.



P - Administration Building for the
: s OAKDALE REFORMATORY, DWIGHT, ILLINOIS
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Eleanor was a laundry worker, like these inmates.
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Other inmates worked in the
fields.

And as domestics, with
superintendent
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Letters of support:

“My husband,
family, and | have
known her
approximately five
or six years. To our
knowledge, she
always was a good
mother to her
children and always
worked. She met
the wrong kind of
people..”

Were from Richard
Slater’s family
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After 7 years, Eleanor escaped with
Margaret, another inmate.

Climbed fence
Polka-dotted dress
Margaret caught 2 months later
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WHO HELPED
ELEANOR AFTER
HER ESCAPLE?

most likely

/ “Dick Slater, very
close friend...”

Prison files from
Prisoner Review Board
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THEN WHAT?
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Former boyfriend —

In addition to signing an
- affidavit, being a “friend,” and
having a family who wrote
letters:

S [ ¢

. 4
|

s

Richard was a “collector” for
gangster Jack Zuta (a former
accountant for Al Capone)

Drove a taxi

Had rural retreat/hide-out
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WHERE DID ELEANOR GO~

Richard Slater and wife had a rural property (hide out?)
north of Chicago.
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DBl
WANTED
POSTER

Reward
raised from
S50 to $250
(more than
S5,300
today)
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POP CULTURE & WANTED POSTERS
KEPT (SENSATIONALIZED) STORY ALIVE

* False Social Security #

* Blended into society as
an ordinary woman

e Worked as waitress

* In 1970s, family
claimed contact

Withess testimonies in
court proved that she did
not strike the victim.
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Grandson of 1940 escapee reveals name she used.
MARIE MILLMAN/MELLMAN

Sioux City Journal, December 11, 1994

| searched and eliminated — on Ancestry.com, Family
Search, and newspaper sites — every MM of similar age who
had parents, spouse, or siblings.

ONLY ONE LEFT (MARIE MILLMAN)

no paper trail prior to 1951



MAR
IE MILLMAN PRIVATE RESEARCH TREE

Y AD\\/\\N\STRAT\ON

NO SS-5 FROM SOCIAL SECURIT

NOT IN 1950 CENSUS (or any previous ones)
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MARIE MILLMAN (alias)

Worked at
lunch counters
in Denver,
beginning in
1951 —

the same year
that the FBI
stated Eleanor
had “fled the
state of lllinois.”

Richard Slater died in KY in 1968.
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PRIMARY SOURCE DOCUMENTATION
for alias — Marie Millman

 NO paper trial prior to 1951

* Denver City Directories 1951-
1980 (no surviving neighbors)

» Social Security (SS Death Index,
but no SS-5 application)

e NO “hints” on MARIE’s tree

e Denver Probate File for MARIE
H. MILLMAN — shows NO HEIRS
(& no family at all)
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Pete’s Kitchen today: No records, previous owners deceased
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PRODBATE FILE REVEALED MARIE’S GRAVE

Fairmount Cemetery, Denver, Colorado
(Flat stone in section 67)



© Silvia Pettem2023

1S MARIE (died 1980) ELLEANOR?

if alias Provicled b?] Familg is correct, | believe so. On|9 an
exhumation and DNA research can tell us for sure.
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Years ago, NEWSPAPER COLUMNIST Edwin A. Lahey wrote:

When | am in some wayside diner late at night, and
a beat-up old doll in her sixties is dishing out chili, | am
tempted to ask if she is Eleanor.

But | never do. | keep hoping that she got some
good out of life... Goodnight, Eleanor Jarman,

wherever you are.
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QUESTIONS?



